The 27th year of the International Journal of Technology Assessment in Health Care (IJTAHC) introduced major changes in editorial work. Submission processes were modernized by introducing Web-based submission at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/thc in September 2010. The change has been a learning process to staff, authors, and reviewers alike. During the transition period, responses were often slower than usual, with occasional technical problems. Now that the change is completed, we expect to get back to normal reviewing times. From this issue onward, all manuscripts, including letters, are accepted through the Web site only.
After the Web submission started, we have seen an increase in the number of submissions that are unsuitable for the profile of our Journal or clearly below the requirements of good scientific writing. When it is easy to submit, the authors (or their supervisors!) seem to have relaxed their standards. Even more worrying, we have seen authors withdraw a submission under review in IJTAHC with the explanation that it has been accepted elsewhere. This is downright fraudulent. On the other hand, there was an increasing amount of email queries on the suitability of a topic for the journal, a good practice, although we have not yet figured out how to count these in our statistics.
For volume 27, 188 original manuscripts and twelve letters were submitted, an increase of 30 percent as compared to volume 26. Of these, 54 percent were from Europe and 16 percent from North America, as judged by the address of the first author. This shows an increase of submissions from other parts of the world, and manuscripts were sent from thirty-seven different countries. A higher number of manuscripts also meant more rejections. By September 2011, fifty-three papers and twelve letters (33 percent of submissions) had been accepted for publication, 108 (54 percent) had been rejected, eighteen (9 percent) had been invited to submit a new version, and nine (5 percent) were still in review. The impact factor (IF) of the Journal has during the last 5 years been 1.3 or higher. In 2010, the IF stayed at 1,317.
The 254 authors of sixty-five published articles represented twenty-four different countries and all continents. Sixty percent of first authors were from Europe, most often from the United Kingdom (20 percent). The amount of methodological papers (20 percent) and policy studies (14 percent) decreased somewhat from the previous year, but more assessments of various health technologies were published. The increase in the number of letters to the editor is very welcome-this Journal is a good forum for discussions on HTA! The theme issue on Patients and Public in HTA presented eleven invited and peer-reviewed papers and an interesting set of invited letters on the theme.
IJTAHC has the tradition of selecting the Reviewer of the Year. For 2010, the recipient of this award was David Banta, a swift and constructive reviewer who has delivered countless papers in much better condition than they originally arrived, often guiding aspiring authors quite closely. For 2011, the award winner is Karen Facey. She has a track record of several years as a diligent reviewer especially in her own field of statistics, while her reviews also reflect a good overall understanding of HTA. The Patients theme issue was her brainchild, and the result was excellent. Thank you and congratulations! The quality of the journal depends very much on the support of its Editorial Board and other reviewers, and we thank warmly for their valuable scientific input. This year the following experts have commented on one or more manuscripts: Eleanor Ahern, Anneli Ahovuo-Saloranta, Lieven Annemans, Toni Ashton,
